Easter Vigil Liturgy of the Word


Other than the reading from Romans, all are done in the dark.  There is a light at the pulpit, which should be kept on.  But I suggest having a small flashlight – especially to help you at the steps – face it down to the floor and even possibly keep your fingers over it to keep the light minimal.

Each reading comes after a prayer.  On the page with your reading, the prayer that comes before it is above the reading.

Fr. Mike: Dear Friends in Christ, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us listen with quiet hearts to the Word of God.  Let us meditate on how God in times past saved his people and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son as our Redeemer.  Let us pray that God may complete this paschal work of salvation by the fullness of redemption.

First Reading: Genesis Reading for the Great Vigil - Lectors, Cantor, Choir


Fr. Mike Let us pray
Loving God who are wonderful in the ordering of all your works, may those you have redeemed understand that there exists nothing more marvelous than the world’s creation in the beginning except that, at the end of the ages, Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.  Who lives and reigns forever and ever.  Amen.
Second Reading: the testing of Abraham
Gen 22: 1-18
A reading from the book of Genesis
God put Abraham to the test.  He called to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am,” he replied.  Then God said: "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah.  There you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you."  Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, took with him his son Isaac and two of his servants as well, and with the wood that he had cut for the holocaust, set out for the place of which God had told him.

On the third day Abraham got sight of the place from afar.  Then he said to his servants: "Both of you stay here with the donkey, while the boy and I go on over yonder.  We will worship and then come back to you."  Thereupon Abraham took the wood for the holocaust and laid it on his son Isaac's shoulders, while he himself carried the fire and the knife.  As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham: "Father!" Isaac said. "Yes, son," he replied.
Isaac continued, "Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the sheep for the holocaust?" "Son," Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust."  Then the two continued going forward.

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. Next, he tied up his son Isaac, and put him on top of the wood on the altar.  Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.  

But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!"
"Here I am!" he answered. "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.
"Do not do the least thing to him. I know now how devoted you are to God, since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."  As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.  So he went and took the ram and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.  Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh; hence people now say, "On the mountain the LORD will see."

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:
"I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you acted as you did
in not withholding from me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly
and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their enemies,
and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing--all this because you obeyed my command."
The Word of the Lord

Fr. Mike Let us pray
Loving God, supreme father of the faithful, who increase the children of your promise by pouring the grace of adoption throughout the whole world and who through the Paschal Mystery make your servant Abraham father of nations, as once you swore, grant that your people may enter worthily into the grace to which you call us.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Third Reading: Exodus: sung with Canticle Acclamations – Cantors, Choir



Fr. Mike Let us pray
Loving and eternal God, whose ancient wonders remain undimmed in splendor even in our day, for what you once bestowed on a single people, freeing them from Pharaoh’s persecution by the power of your right hand, now you bring about as the salvation of the nations through the waters of rebirth, grant, we pray, that the whole world may become children of Abraham and inherit the dignity of Israel’s birthright.  Through Christ our Lord.
Fourth Reading: Isaiah
Isaiah 54:5-14
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah
The one who has become your husband is your maker; his name is the LORD of hosts. 
your redeemer is the Holy one of Israel, called the God of all the earth.
The Lord calls you back, like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, a wife married in youth and then cast off, says your God.
For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with great tenderness I will take you back.
In an outburst of wrath, for a moment I hid my face from you; but with enduring love I take pity on you, says the LORD, your redeemer.
This is for me like the days of Noah, when I swore that the waters of Noah should never again deluge the earth; so, I have sworn not to be angry with you, or rebuke you.
Though the mountains leave their place and the hills be shaken, my love shall never leave you nor my covenant of peace be shaken, says the LORD, who has mercy on you.
O afflicted one, storm-battered and un-consoled, I lay your pavements in carnelians, and your foundations in sapphires; I will make your battlements of rubies, your gates of carbuncles, and all your walls of precious stones.
All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children.
In justice shall you be established, far from fear of oppression, where destruction cannot come near you.
The Word of the Lord



Fr Mike Let us pray.
Loving God, for the honor of your name, surpass what you pledged to the Patriarchs by reason of their faith, and through sacred adoption increase the children of your promise, so that what the saints of old never doubted would come to pass, your church may now see in great part fulfilled.  Through Christ our Lord.
Fifth Reading: Ezekiel
Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28
A Reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel
The word of the LORD came to me, saying: Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their land, they defiled it by their conduct and deeds.  Therefore I poured out my fury upon them because of the blood that they poured out on the ground,
and because they defiled it with idols.
I scattered them among the nations, dispersing them over foreign lands; according to their conduct and deeds I judged them.
But when they came among the nations wherever they came, they served to profane my holy name, because it was said of them: "These are the people of the LORD,
yet they had to leave their land."
So I have relented because of my holy name which the house of Israel profaned
among the nations where they came.  Therefore, say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord GOD: Not for your sakes do I act, house of Israel, but for the sake of my holy name, which you profaned among the nations to which you came.
I will prove the holiness of my great name, profaned among the nations, in whose midst you have profaned it.  Thus the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD, when in their sight I prove my holiness through you.
For I will take you away from among the nations, gather you from all the foreign lands, and bring you back to your own land.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you to cleanse you from all your impurities, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.
I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony hearts and giving you natural hearts.
I will put my spirit within you and make you live by my statutes, careful to observe my decrees.
You shall live in the land I gave your fathers; you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
The Word of the Lord



Fr. Mike Let us pray
Loving God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your church a spirit of adoption, so that, renewed in body and mind, we may render you undivided service.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen

Epistle (After the Gloria, and a prayer)
Rom 6:3-11
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.  We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.
For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with him.
We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him.
As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God.
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord
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