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HAND DRUM

Steven C. Warner
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There is no doubt that the roots of this piece are in gospel music. As a vocal postlude during the
Easter season, this selection is a marvelous conclusion to the liturgy. Choir directors will want to
carefully rehearse the modulation at the end of the first refrain (a modulation which, for stout-
hearted choirs, can be ad libbed again at the end!).

Obviously, some conventional singing techniques may get in the way here. | encourage the choir
to do a tremendous amount of sliding and guttural sounds, particularly with the response “yah!
Amen!” in the refrain, and while humming on the verses. There is no hand-clapping present on the
Prophets of Joy recording; however, in live performance, this effect always adds a lot. For the Notre
Dame Folk Choir, it is as integral as the conga part, so wonderfully crafted for the recording by J.P.
Hurt and Bryan Ball.

LITURGICAL USE

Easter season, Sundays of Ordinary Time, and the rites of Christian Initiation
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