Thanksgiving Prayer Service
Order of Worship:
Opening song (ministers process in)

Call to worship and gathering prayer 
My brothers and sisters we begin our prayer calling upon our God – our father and creator of all that is good; we call upon Jesus the Son of God who is our Lord and Savior; and we call upon the spirit who breathes in us, inspiring us to live lives of service and love.  We ask our triune God to bless us + in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (amen).

How great is your name Oh Lord our God through all the earth!
Help us today to sing your praises.
We see all around us the wonders of creation and we are moved to prayer and praise.
Help us to see that you have made us in your image and have crowned us with glory and honor.
Teach us again to see your glory in ourselves and in those we meet each day.
Remind us today and always that each breath we take is itself a gift from you who are the Lord of all creation.
Give us a spirit of wonder and awe in your presence and in the presence of all you have created.  We ask this in your holy and glorious name.
AMEN

OT reading: Exodus “Sing the Song of Freedom” (Choir)

Prayer 
Let us pray (pause briefly)
Loving and eternal God, we marvel at the wonders you worked long ago.  You once saved a single nation from slavery and you walked with them on their journey to the promised land.
Every day your hand is stretched out to us offering us the same gift of salvation and freedom.
Give us hearts filled with thanks for the wonders you do for us; give us the courage to trust in your mercy and to walk hand in hand with you to the promised land. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  Amen.




Philippians 4:1,4-14
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians
[bookmark: 58004001]Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, beloved.
[bookmark: 58004004][bookmark: 58004005][bookmark: 58004006][bookmark: 58004007]Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!  Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near.  Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
[bookmark: 58004009]Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me.  Then the God of peace will be with you.*
[bookmark: 58004010][bookmark: 58004011][bookmark: 58004012][bookmark: 58004013][bookmark: 58004014]I rejoice greatly in the Lord that now at last you revived your concern for me. You were, of course, concerned about me but lacked an opportunity.  Not that I say this because of need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I find myself, to be self-sufficient.  I know indeed how to live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need.  I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me.  Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.
The word of the Lord



Alleluia (all stand)
Gospel Luke 10:38 – 42
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
[bookmark: 50010040][bookmark: 50010041][bookmark: 50010042]As they continued their journey he entered a village where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary [who] sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.  Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me.”  The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.  There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”

Homily

Reflection song: Halleluiah (Leonard Cohen) Choir

Sharing of Peace

My sisters and brothers we are called to give thanks for the gift of salvation which your Son so gave to us through his death and resurrection.  We recall that the first gift he shared with his disciples after the resurrection was the gift of peace.  As a sign of our willingness to accept his gift of resurrection peace we now share it with one another.  Let’s take a moment and reach out to an old and a new friend and share the gift of Christ’s peace.

Now, having shared the peace of Jesus with one another, we are called to another action of thanksgiving.  We want to bring love and hope to our friends in need in our community.  We will now have an offering that will be shared among our communities to continue our works of mercy in Ronkonkoma.  Thank you for your generosity.

Offering (Song: Canticle of the Turning)

Basket is brought forward and left at altar as is the book of prayer intentions and works of mercy
Intercessions:
Leading minister: As we thank our God for all the blessings in our lives, we know that we depend upon God in every moment of our lives.  So now we bring before our merciful God our needs and the needs of our world.  We respond to each intercession, Lord hear our prayer

1. For all who share in the gift of Baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus, that we will all boldly proclaim the presence of God’s kingdom through our daily lives.  We pray to the Lord.
2. For our country and our leaders; that there will be a peaceful transition of power and that our newly elected leaders will know that their election is a call to serve the needs of all in our country.  We pray to the Lord.
3. For the poor of our community, our country and our world: for those who lack the things we often take for granted – adequate food and drinkable water, heat and shelter in the winter, education and employment opportunities, and healthcare.  We pray that God will provide for their needs and that we will always accept our call to be of loving service to the poor.  We pray to the Lord.
4. For peace in our hearts and homes; for peace in the communities of our country, for peace among peoples and nations.  We pray to the Lord.
5. For all those who work to keep us safe every day.  In thanksgiving, we pray to the Lord.
6. For our parents, our grandparents and for all who have taught us in our lives.  In thanksgiving for their examples of love we pray to the Lord.
7. For our children and for all who are on the early part of their journey in life.  In thanksgiving for the hope that their lives offer us we pray to the Lord.
8. For those who have died and for those who mourn their death; in thanksgiving for the promise of eternal life we pray to the Lord.
9. For our own personal intentions and the intentions of all those gathered around us (pause) and for those mentioned in our book of prayer intentions and works of mercy which we have placed before the altar.  We pray to the Lord.

Leading Minister: Gathering all of our intentions, our hopes and our prayers of thanksgiving into one we pray together in the words Jesus gave us: Our Father…



Blessing over the people and dismissal
We offer you thanks Loving God for the many blessings you have given us: among them the opportunity to gather in prayer united in our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior.  Today we have been reminded of your gift of salvation as we have feasted on your word together.  We ask you to give each one of us the strength we need to share the truth of your salvation through our words and our actions.  May thanksgiving for your abundant gifts and mercy toward one another be our lifestyle always.  
We look forward to the day when we will all share in the great thanksgiving feast at your banquet table in heaven.  We make this prayer in your holy and glorious name.  Amen.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing (all ministers raise hands over the people as we pray)

The Lord has created each one of you in his image and likeness.  May you know the blessing and the responsibility that comes with this great gift.  May you live lives that always reflect the glory of God.  Amen

May the Lord who has won the victory over sin and death bless you and help you share in that victory in every moment of your loves.  Amen

May you, like Mary sit at the feet of the great Rabbi, Jesus Christ so that your heart and mind may be strengthened for the work of the kingdom.  Amen

May almighty God bless us all + who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen

We invite you all to continue our celebration downstairs with food and fellowship.  Then we ask you all to go in peace, living lives of thanksgiving and loving service.

Food downstairs
