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Composer Notes
Used in several places in Scripture, most notably in the Pauline writings, the ancient Aramaic
word “maranatha” is the source of much debate concerning its translation. More than likely, its
translation is “Our Lord, come!”, an eschatological prayer that implores the Lord to come again in
his parousia. In short, this prayer expresses a longing for God’s presence—not just in human
terms, but the true in-dwelling presence promised by God.

The verses of Maranatha praise God for creating us, acknowledge our failings, and then praise
God for the incarnation of Christ Jesus and for our salvation. This piece is appropriate as a
gathering song for the Advent season, as well as for celebrations of lessons and carols.

— Gerard Chiusano


